
The 1940s were a pivotal decade for music, defined largely by the shadow of World War II and the subsequent shift
in how people consumed entertainment. The era began with the massive, polished sound of Big Bands and ended
with the birth of modern jazz and the rise of the solo superstar.
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Across Down
1. Vocal group known for 'Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy
5. The 'King of Swing' clarinetist
7. Iconic 1942 holiday hit by Bing Crosby
13. Smooth-voiced crooner and jazz pianist who topped
charts with 'The Christmas Song' and 'Nature Boy
14. Genre featuring fast tempos and virtuosic improv
15. Billie Holiday's nickname

2. Les Brown and Doris Day's massive 1945 hit that
became an anthem for returning WWII troops
3. Type of 'Bottle' in the Andrews Sisters hit
4. Glenn Miller's definitive 1939/1940 big band
instrumental theme song
6. Legendary saxophonist nicknamed 'Bird' who co-
created bebop
8. The 'First Lady of Song
9. Frank Sinatra’s famous nickname
10. Big Band leader who disappeared over the English
Channel
11. Duke Ellington's signature tune: 'Take the _ _____'
12. A popular percussive blues piano style that heavily
influenced 1940s dance music

Brought to you by The Contemporary Chorale.
https://www.thecontemporarychorale.org/seriousfun/crossword-puzzles/40s-music.

Note: The following pages include historical background notes and the Answer Key. Proceed only if you need hints
or solutions!
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Historical Insight

The Big Band & Swing Era

The first half of the decade was dominated by Swing. Orchestras led by charismatic conductors provided the
soundtrack for USO shows and dance halls. This music was characterized by driving rhythms, brassy arrangements,
and a sense of collective energy.

Key Figures: Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, Duke Ellington, and Count Basie.

Iconic Anthems: "In the Mood," "Take the 'A' Train," and "Sing, Sing, Sing."

The "War Effort": Music was heavily used for morale. Groups like The Andrews Sisters became synonymous
with the era through hits like "Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy."

The Rise of the Solo Vocalist

As the decade progressed, a combination of the musicians' strike (1942–1944) and the high cost of touring large
ensembles led to the decline of Big Bands. This made room for the "Crooners"—solo artists who used the intimacy of
the microphone to create a more personal connection with the audience.

Frank Sinatra: "Sinatramania" in the mid-40s proved that a solo singer could be a bigger draw than an entire
orchestra.

Bing Crosby: His recording of "White Christmas" (1942) remains one of the best-selling singles of all time.

Ella Fitzgerald & Nat King Cole: They bridged the gap between jazz sophistication and pop appeal.

The Birth of Bebop

While Swing was for dancing, Bebop was for listening. Emerging from late-night jam sessions in Harlem, musicians
like Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, and Thelonious Monk began playing complex, fast-tempo music with intricate
harmonies and frantic improvisation. This moved jazz from the realm of pop music into the world of "high art."

Roots of Rock and Country

The late 40s saw the evolution of "Hillbilly" music into modern Country & Western (led by Hank Williams) and "Race
Records" into Rhythm & Blues.

Jump Blues: Artists like Louis Jordan introduced a heavy, driving backbeat in songs like "Caldonia," which laid
the direct rhythmic foundation for Rock and Roll in the 1950s.

Honky Tonk: A raw, emotional style of country music that focused on themes of heartbreak and daily life.

Notable Technical Shifts
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The 33⅓ and 45 RPM Records: Introduced late in the decade (1948–1949), these replaced the fragile 78 RPM
discs, allowing for longer recordings and better sound quality.

Magnetic Tape: Developed during the war and brought to the US afterward, it revolutionized how music was
recorded and edited in the studio.
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Answer Key

Across Down
1. ANDREWS SISTERS
5. BENNY GOODMAN
7. WHITE CHRISTMAS
13. NAT KING COLE
14. BEBOP
15. LADY DAY

2. SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY
3. RUM
4. IN THE MOOD
6. CHARLIE PARKER
8. ELLA FITZGERALD
9. THE VOICE
10. GLENN MILLER
11. A TRAIN
12. BOOGIE WOOGIE
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